BOOMALAKK A
NEWS FROM ST PAUL’S COLLEGE UNION

Number
28
Number 28
August
August 2006
2006

Available from the College website

www.stpauls.edu.au

COUNCIL BALLOT & NEW CHAIRMAN

VICTORIANA! 2006

The Hon Justice Lloyd Waddy RFD LLB (195861) was elected Chairman of Council at the August
meeting of the Warden and Fellows. Earlier this year
there were three vacancies on the College Council. The
clerical vacancy was filled by The Rev’d Dr Scott
Cowdell who was re-elected unopposed, and the other
two Fellows elected were Mr Angelo Hatsatouris
OAM (1961-66), Senior Student 1966 & a Fellow since
1994, and Mr Stephen McMillan (1974-79), Senior
Student 1977, an Hons graduate in Architecture of the
University and an MSc of Stanford. All three have
been elected for six year terms.

The sesquicentennial season of six nights was a sellout and an outstanding success. Directed by the
talented duo of Julian Brun (1999-2004, ’06) and
Matthew Manchester (1999-2003) with Christopher
North (1994-95) as Master of Her Majesty’s
Divertissements. Guest appearances of the
Irrepressible, Indomitable Doyen of
Victoriana!
Lloyd Waddy (1958-61), as well as Peter Cousens
(1975, 1983-84), Bill Brooks (1974-75), Andrew
Purchas (1985-88), Michael Kluger and James Bell
(1969-75) ensured a memorable evening for those
lucky enough to secure a booking.

KOKODA TREK

FREAK HAILSTORM HITS COLLEGE

A party of 30 College residents and Old Paulines –
two with partners - walked the Kokoda Track in July.
This sesquicentenary event was a great success and is
likely to be repeated in 2008 as a number of Paulines
missed out this time. Write to selwyn@usyd.edu.au to
express your interest. The cost (incl airfares) should
not exceed $3000. [see pp 8-10 for reports]

In August a massive amount of hail fell on Glebe and
Camperdown, transforming the landscape. The next
day there were still piles of ice in gutters and shady
corners.

MEDICAL SESQUICENTENARY DINNER

In recognition of the sesquicentenary of the Faculty of
Medicine and that of this College, the annual College
Med Faculty Dinner, held this year on 21 August in
Hall, was greatly enhanced by the presence of the
Dean of the Faculty, Professor Bruce Robinson, and
52 Pauline medical graduates from the past 68 years.
There are currently 307 living Pauline medical
graduates of whom 19 are professors of medicine at
various universities and 16 are holders of an MD
degree. The first medical graduate of the University
was a Pauline, Peter Bancroft, who graduated with
Class I Honours and the University (gold) Medal.
[see article & more photos on pp 6,7 ]

ORGIES ONLY IN THE MIND
Dr Alastair Blanshard (Academic Visitor in
Residence 2005-06) has recently been hotly pursued by
the world’s media who are always on the trail of
scandal or mention of orgies. He has gone public on
his research into Roman orgies which, he regrets to tell
us, probably never occurred as there are no mentions
of them in any classical literature or depictions in
frescos or on vases or jewellery. “Drinking to excess at
feasts followed by private sexual encounters is well
documented, but public sex at parties was not part of
Roman life at any level.” Last year Dr Blanshard
published a very interesting and readable book Hercules: Scenes from a Heroic Life - available online
through Amazon.
Dr Leo Armati (1933-38) - now 92 - with his son,
Dr Richard Armati (1962-68)
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CLERICAL FELLOW HONOURED

CLASSICS CONFERENCE

The Australian College of Theology has awarded the
Rev'd Dr Bruce Norman Kaye the degree of
Doctor of Theology, honoris causa. The degree was
conferred by the Primate of Australia in St Paul's
College Chapel during the weekly chapel service on
Tuesday 1 August. A number of Fellows, Dr Kaye's
friends and colleagues attended dinner in Hall
beforehand and the Service. It was a pleasure to have
the Primate, Archbishop Aspinall of Brisbane, in
College.

An International Conference on War, Culture and
Democracy in Classical Athens took place at College
in July and was convened by Dr David Pritchard who
is a research fellow in ancient history at the
University. Stuart Thomson (2003- ) comments on
Dr Pritchard’s ideas:

The Warden, The Primate, Dr Bruce Kaye & Dean of the ACT

An Excerpt from the Citation read by the Rev’d
Dr Mark Harding, Dean of the Australian College
of Theology:
“. . . According to the ACT regulations governing
the honorary doctorate, a nominee must either have
made a notable contribution to the life and work of
the Anglican Church of Australia or to the wider
church through his or her association as a scholar
and educator within the Australian College of
Theology. Nominees should already hold a
doctoral degree from a recognised university, or be
the author of a published work that is a substantial
contribution to theological learning.
More specifically, the Honorary Degree Committee
is directed to take into account the nominee’s
contribution to theological learning as measured by
a monograph or a body of published works of
international standing and repute, and the
nominee’s clearly acknowledged national and/or
international contribution to theology or ministry.
Dr Kaye’s extensive body of published works
includes the recent Reinventing Anglicanism
(Openbook, 2003), Anglicanism in Australia – A
History (as editor and contributor) (Melbourne
University Press, 2002), Web of Meaning (Aquila
Press, 2000), Godly Citizens (Anglican Press, 1999)
and A Church without Walls (Dove, 1995).
The Honorary Degree Committee . . . resolved
unanimously to endorse the nomination of Dr
Kaye.”
Rev’d Canon Dr IF Head, Warden
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It seems a little odd for an ancient historian to see
his field of study as encompassing the discussion of
the deployment of Australian troops in Afghanistan
and Iraq, but this is precisely where David
Pritchard sees his calling as an academic leading
him. In his rationale for such interdisciplinary
studies, published in the Sydney Morning Herald,
Dr Pritchard pointed out that many Western
societies are facing intersecting crises of democracy
– aggressively attempting to establish democratic
institutions overseas, whilst curtailing traditional
democratic freedoms at home in the form of tough
counter-terrorism legislation and the restriction of
public scrutiny of our security agencies and defence
forces. The way to start looking for a rational
balance, he says, is to learn from history.
The “military hyperactivity and violence” of the 5th
century BC Athens is a striking warning to
contemporary Australians, just as much as the story
of the rise of the Athenian democracy, a popular
uprising against the internecine quarrelling of the
elites and a foreign-backed tyrant, is an example of
democracy at its best
As a common identity was formed, independent of
class, economic prosperity increased for all classes.
But along with this, the waging of war held a
dominant position in the politics and popular
culture of the city, and led to the death of tens of
thousands of people. This militarism was directly
linked with democracy, creating an identity and a
political culture based on the necessity and
centrality of war. The flip side of this was the
success created for the Athenians in war – as
military policy was at the electoral core, public
debate and criticism determined the most effective
strategy.
Dr Pritchard suggests a number of lessons that we
can draw from this. First, building democracy is a
Herculean task. Secondly, open debate is critical to
military success. But most importantly, the caveat
that peace-making is not an essential part of
democracy. If we truly want peace, it does not
come naturally with our political system – we have
to consciously and deliberately seek and build it
ourselves.

BOOMALAKKA

August 2006

WORLD CLASS SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
World Rowing in Belgium

Christopher Clyne (2003- ) and Fergus Pragnell (2004-)
represented Australia in the Coxed Fours at the World U23
Rowing Championships at Hazewinkel in Belgium in July.
After being a length in front of the field at the 1000m mark,
they won Silver Medals when beaten at the finish by New
Zealand (margin a mere 0.59sec) in the time of 6:03.7 which
was 4 sec faster than the previous best for that event.
Fergus, who won Gold in Poland in 2004 and who rowed in
the NSW King’s Cup VIII earlier this year, had to be helped
to the medal presentation ceremony by two paramedics,
such was his exhaustion. Next year the U23 Championships
will be rowed in Scotland.

Fergus Pragnell and Christopher Clyne

Rugby World Cup

Only months after playing in the Australian Commonwealth
Games team in Melbourne, Luke Inman (Grad Med IV,
2003- ) again represented Australia in the Australian Rugby
Union 7s team which played international tournaments in
Paris and London between 22 May and 5 June. After
reaching the semi-final in Paris they lost to Kenya and had
to beat England by 15 to reach the Cup Finals.
Unfortunately they only beat them by 12 points.

Sailing

Evan Walker (2005- ) (2nd from right) and Kyle Langford,
who are both from the Central Coast and last year won
Gold at the World Youth Sailing Championships in Korea,
this year represented the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia in
the American Junior Championships. In July, in the
presence of Her Excellency the Governor of NSW
Professor Marie Bashir, Evan and Kyle were named Youth
Sailors of the Year and presented their awards by HRH The
Princess Royal, in her capacity as Patron of the Gypsy Moth
Global Project, and Patron of the UK Sailing Association.

Rugby World-beater

Andrew (“Fuzz”) Purchas (1985-88), Head of Financial
Crime Control at Westpac Bank, and sometime Man on the
Flying Trapeze in Victoriana!, is a founder and current
President of the Sydney Convicts Rugby Team which fought
off fierce opposition to win the Bingham Cup Rugby
Tournament in New York in May. The Convicts’ 16-10
grand final win avenged their loss to the San Francisco Fog
in the 2004 Bingham Cup semi-final in London. Andrew,
who played in the Cup final said: “It was absolutely
fantastic…after probably two years of hard work. We had a lot of
supporters. There was a bunch of people from the Australian
Consulate…and a whole lot of Australians who are living in New
York who were out there supporting us.” The Bingham Cup is
held every two years in memory of San Francisco Fog
player, Mark Bingham, who was one of the four passengers
who stormed the cockpit on Flight UA93 and later died on
September 11, 2001 during the terrorist attacks in the
United States.

3

August 2006

BOOMALAKKA

Old Pauline News

Andrew’s Hospital in the city, and priest-in-charge of their
local Anglican parish.

BIRTHS
John Thompson (1987-89) a son, Hugh Richard Ross
2.5.2005
Hugh Watson (1995-99) and Megan, a daughter, Isabella
- 25 January 2006 (St Paul’s Day and the Sesquicentenary
of the Laying of the Foundation Stone of this College).

Peter Turner (1995-2001) has received the WM Tapp
Studentship in Law for a PhD at Gonville and Caius
College Cambridge, commencing in October.

ENGAGEMENTS
Hugh Humphrey (1996-98) to Carla Callaghan in Hong
Kong
Simon Gregory-Roberts (1998-00) to Solène Elisabeth
Arcus in Hong Kong
Tim Trezise (2002-05) to Tamara Jane Evans
Gerard Hurst (1993-96) to Nicola Lovejoy
MARRIAGES
Henry Brun (1991-93) to Louise Haselwood 15.4.2006
Michael Macallum (1991-94) to Birgitta Atkinson in
Sweden 15.7.2006
DEATHS
Dr Keith Noel Everal (“Bill”) Bradfield (1930-33)
12.6.2006 aet 95
Professor William Ian Beardmore Beveridge (1927-30)
16.8.2006 aet 98
Please advise College of all births, deaths and marriages as soon as you hear of them.
We hope to publish obituaries in The Pauline (2006) for the above men who have died
and we would appreciate any written contributions, no matter how small; by email to
selwyn@usyd.edu.au or by mail to Selwyn Owen at College.

William Blomfield (1998-99) completed a Graduate
Diploma in Legal Practice at ANU in 2005, and, after a
short time working in the family firm of Blomfields
(solicitors) and a stint as a volunteer lawyer working at the
Centre of Justice and International Relations in San Jose,
Costa Rica, in human rights cases, joined the Dept of
Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra where he now lives.
Alexander Blomfield (1996-98) has spent the past 5 years
at Corrs as a corporate lawyer and has recently started
working in London at Berwin Leighton Paisner after an
overland holiday trek in Shenzi Provence, China and a trip
to Moscow on the Mongolian-Siberian Railway.
Ken Hosking (1954-57) and his wife Rose still live in
London and return to these shores fairly frequently to visit
their two daughters and grandson. Last year Ken
celebrated his 70th birthday in Sydney with many varsity
friends including Hugh Gore (1954-55), Tom Lloyd
(1952-55) and George Garnsey (1954-57).
John Hynd (1968) who qualified for his PhD in 1968,
worked for Control Data Australia on wagering systems
for QTAB, VicTAB and NZTAB, before taking a
lectureship in Computer Science at the University of
Queensland. In 1987 he moved to Queensland University
of Technology, as lecturer and then senior lecturer in
Information Technology and recently took voluntary
redundancy. His wife, Pam, is a part-time chaplain at St

4

Tim Trezise (2002-05) whose recent engagement took
place under a perfect canopy of stars at the historic
Tebbutt's Observatory at Windsor in the Hawkesbury
region, is now studying grad law at UNSW where he has
bumped into a fellow King's old boy and Pauline, Ben
Saul (1995-97), as well as Marcus Agnew (2005).
Edward Palmisano (1991-1994) is currently working as a
diplomat at the Australian Embassy in Madrid, Spain. His
work includes making government to government
representations on a range of political, economic,
international law and disarmament issues. He hopes not to
see you as a consular case during the running with the bulls
in Pamplona!
Henry Brun (1991-93) and his wife, Louise, now live in
Geneva.
Nick Car (1999-2002) is now doing a PhD in Elec
Engineering at Melbourne University. The focus of his
study will be Irrigation Informatics and he expects to do a
fair bit of non-technical work understanding the uptake of
technology in the irrigation sector. He will be based at
Melb Univ for the first year and will live at Trinity College
as a resident tutor. Later, he will move to Griffith with
frequent trips to other Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas.
Hugh Watson (1995-99) is now working at the Australian
Embassy in Tokyo.
Simon Gregory-Roberts (1998-00) is trading equity
derivatives for Barclays Capital in Hong Kong.
Mark Ritchard (1987-89) regularly plays touch footy with
Peter Madew (1984-86), Richard Park (1989-91), Hugh
Cooke (1981-83), and a number of Old Wesley and
Andrews blokes at Yass where he has his own
physiotherapy practice.
In the 2006 Australia Day Honours, John Copland (196067) who was awarded a PhD in Veterinary Science in
1968, became an Officer of the Order of Australia, AO,
for “Services to veterinary science in the areas of
veterinary parasitology and fish pathology and the
application of this research to agricultural programs in
developing countries.”
Alex Cowdery (1992-94) is working for NSW Police in
Spatial Technology, responsible for the provision of
geographic
information
to
support investigations,
operations, intelligence and administration throughout
NSW.
Morgan O’Neill (1992-95) beat 1200 others to win $1
million to make a movie. Solo is the outcome and the first
product of the Project Greenlight television show. A review
of it in the SMH by Paul Byrnes thought it “…very
watchable with generally strong performances…”
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Jeremy Davis (1962-64) has had the title, Emeritus
Professor, conferred upon him by the UNSW Council in
recognition of his distinguished service, in both teaching and
administration at UNSW during the last 25 years. Professor
Davis was Dean and Director of AGSM from 1980 to 1989,
a member of the UNSW Council for 8 years, a member of
the UNSW Academic Board for a decade and served as its
President for two terms. He has made significant
contributions to the design and teaching of most of the
Strategy courses at AGSM and developed a course,
Negotiation and Strategy, for the full-time MBA. He has
been one of the School’s consistent high performers in
teaching both Strategy and Negotiation on a broad range of
executive programs. Innovation in his courses provided an
exemplar to the School while his unique expertise in Strategy
encouraged international research in his field.
Richard Travers (1971-73) has founded a company, Altior,
that provides clients with research, analysis and advice in
matters concerning trade practices, product liability, drugs
and medical devices. He formerly spent 28 years as a partner
at Clayton Utz and is especially interested in the medical and
scientific aspects of law.
Simon Hudson (1986-87) is head of Australian Equities at
QIC, a Queensland government-owned corporation and one
of Australia’s largest wholesale fund managers with $38
billion under management and a hard-earned reputation for
delivering consistent outperformance for its clients.
John Hyde Page (1998-99) who was electorate officer to
former federal MP for Wentworth, Peter King (1971-75,
1978-82) has recently published a book The Education of a
Young Liberal which documents his experiences in the Young
Liberals from 1997 to 2004.
Adam Spencer (1992-95) was recently described by the SunHerald as “a smart-mouthed geek who shares his breakfast
with a fair slice of listeners”. Formerly an announcer on
TripleJ, he has gone to 702 ABC Sydney and in six months
has boosted his audience share by two percentage points. He
is rapidly winning over his middle-aged audience, who
demand intelligent interviews based on current affairs, by a
careful choice of words and music. In 1996 he won best
individual debater at the World Universities’ Debating
Championships, is currently on the NSW Premier’s Advisory
Committee on Greenhouse and Global Warming, is a Fellow
of the Senate of the University of Sydney, is an ambassador
for the Fred Hollows Foundation, and helps with several
other charities.
Andrew Robertson (1997-2000) is now based at John
Hunter Hospital in Newcastle and is in the throes of lastminute preparation for his radiology examinations.
A contingent of Australian family and friends travelled to
Scandinavia to attend the marriage celebrations of Michael
Maccallum (1991-94) to Birgitta Atkinson. James Pyne
(1990-93) performed the duties of Best Man; Damien Butler
(1991-94) and his wife Kirsten travelled over from Brisbane;
and Rob Murray (1991-93) and his wife Linda flew across
from London. Michael is a Senior Manager with KPMG, and
he and Birgitta live and work in London.
Adam McGrath (1999 - 2001) has left Mallesons Stephen
Jaques to join the Commonwealth Director of Public
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Prosecutions in Melbourne. The CDPP is responsible for
prosecuting federal crimes. Adam is working in a small,
specialist team that prosecutes white collar criminals, such as
the recently convicted NAB rogue traders.
Tom Dunbabin (1928), who was Dux of NSW in 1927,
came to College from Shore the following year to read
Classics. Following an unfortunate misunderstanding
between his parents and the College he was withdrawn
during his fresher year and, in 1929, was sent to Oxford
where he thrived. Kerrod Voss (1913-16, 1921-24), a former
Sub-Warden, later described Tom’s departure as “a tragedy
for the College”. At Corpus Christi College Tom gained an
MA (1st Class in Lit Hum) in 1933, was appointed Assistant
Director of the School of Archaeology at Athens in 1936, a
Fellow of All Saints’ College Oxford, Bursar of All Saints’
College Oxford, and Senior Lecturer in Archaeology at
Oxford. In World War II he attained the rank of Lt-Colonel,
was awarded a DSO for intelligence in Crete, and was
Mentioned in Despatches. He died at an early age in 1954.
For an exciting account
(over a million copies
already sold) of the
Resistance in Crete, from
the German invasion to the
liberation, written by one of
the most active Cretan
participants who’s duties as
guide and runner entailed
immense journeys on foot,
carrying messages between
towns, and of Tom’s
wartime activities, read The
Cretan Runner by George
Psychoundakis (translated
from the Greek by Patrick
Leigh
Fermor),
first
published by John Murray
in 1955 and currently available as a Penguin paperback (1998)
obtainable from www.bookfinder.com
Rowan Ross (1966-69) has had more than 30 years
experience in investment banking and is now an executive
director of Macquarie Bank. He is also a director of IAG and
a former Chairman of the Sydney Dance Company and the
Australian Major Performing Arts Group.
Sandy Yeates (1969, ’71) imports and markets Welsh slate
for roofing. The slate comes from an open-cut quarry in
northern Wales, near the port of Bangor. It is expensive, but
lasts much longer than slate from other parts of the world.
Richard Freudenstein (1983-85) has been appointed CEO
of News Digital Media, a new Australian unit of News Ltd.

REUNIONS IN 2007
The College Alumni Office is planning to organize a
Combined Reunion for 1976, ’77 & ‘78
early next year and a
Combined Reunion for 1986, ’87 & ‘88
later in the year.
Interested convenors contact selwyn@usyd.edu.au
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JOINT SESQUICENTENARY CELEBRATION
FACULTY OF MEDICINE & COLLEGE BOTH 150 YEARS OLD
The Faculty of Medicine was founded in 1856, but the University’s School of Medicine was founded in 1882 and the
teaching of undergraduates commenced the following year. The first graduate was Peter Bancroft, a Pauline (1883-86),
who graduated with Class I Honours and the University Medal. The Founder of the Med School, Professor Thomas
Anderson Stewart, described Bancroft as “absolutely the best man”.
The Faculty and College hosted a special candlelit dinner in Hall, with festal academic dress, on 21 August. In attendance
were the Dean of the Faculty, Professor Bruce Robinson, members of his staff, fifty-two Pauline doctors, seven medical
students, the Warden and Fellows of the College and about one hundred College residents. After dinner the Dean gave an
address in the Junior Common Room, outlining exciting Faculty developments whereby a rather parochial outlook has
become more international to the benefit of the Faculty as well as developing countries in our region. Afterwards drinks
were taken in the Salisbury – which would have pleased Charles greatly.
During dinner the Warden made the following occasional remarks:
One hundred and fifty years ago, experiments in Scotland
and the USA were being conducted on anaesthetics; and
Laughing Gas, Ether and Chloroform were beginning to
be used. Perhaps this was stimulated by the American
Civil War, and the Crimean War.
In 1853, Queen Victoria was given chloroform during the
birth of her eighth child, Prince Leopold. The
announcement of this in the press was received with
amazement, grief, and criticism. Many in Scotland
protested that the use of chloroform in child-labour was
contrary to biblical teaching, for didn’t God say to Eve,
“in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children”? – a view still
subtly hidden in some religious responses to the wretched
things that happen to people today. However, one
mother was so delighted by the new painless delivery that
she named her child Anaesthesia – but no doubt she was
still ‘a painful child’.
Speaking of painful children and chloroform, I was given
chloroform by the local GP when my older brother,
attempting to cut down the family lemon tree with a
garden hoe, called me to come and watch; and as I ran
around the corner was collected in the face by the hoe on
the backswing. I was known also as Ivanhoe after that.
True.
Pasteur’s discovery of the germ theory and vaccination,
contemporary with the foundation of the College, was a
major plank in scientific medicine. Within 10 years of our
foundation, Gregor Mendel’s observation set scientific
genetics in its path and Alfred Nobel’s patent for
dynamite enabled great canals to be built more easily,
weapons to be improved and the need for battlefield
surgery to be improved quickly.
We can combine the work of those days, of Darwin,
Marx, Pasteur, Nobel, DF Strauss and the demented
Nietzche, and observe that a modernity , for all its
flowering potential, contains within it the seed not only
of a truly human form, but the deluded age of the beast
intensified.
Selwyn Owen has provided the following, excellent
account of the history surrounding tonight.
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The Faculty of Medicine was established under the bylaws of 1856 but was no more than an examining board,
and a move by the Senate in 1859-60 to establish a
School of Medicine in conjunction with the Sydney
Infirmary eventually came to nothing.
In 1882 Thomas Anderson Stewart, then twenty-six years
of age and a product of Edinburgh University, was
appointed to establish the Medical School we know today.
Academic work began on 27 March 1883 with four
students, two of whom were Paulines: Dr Peter Bancroft
MB ChM and Dr William G Armstrong MB ChM DPH
(Cantab) who both graduated in 1888. All the students
who sat for the final MB examination in 1887 failed! As
long as there has been a Medical School at Sydney
University, students from St Paul’s College have been a
part of it. Since 1888 some 600 Paulines have graduated in
Medicine and many of them have made tremendous
contributions to the study and practice of medicine as well
as enhancing the professional reputation of the Sydney
University Medical School both here and overseas. At last
count there were nineteen living Pauline professors of
medicine at various universities and sixteen living holders
of an MD degree.
Some notable Pauline doctors –
Professor Hugh Kingsley Ward graduated MB in 1910, rowed
in the Australian VIII in the London Olympics of 1912 and was
later Professor of Medicine at Sydney. The HK Ward
Gymnasium is named in his honour.
Sir Denis John Wolko Sylvester Browne KCVO, MB 1914,
FRCS 1922, FRACS was regimental medical officer with the
13th Light Horse Regiment at Gallipoli, a major in 1917 and
served on the Western Front until July 1918. He had exceptional
surgical ability, established the British Association of Paediatric
Surgeons and was ultimately appointed president of the
International College of Surgeons. He was awarded the KCVO
by Queen Elizabeth II, and the Légion d’honneur by the French
Government.
Professor Peter Orlebar Bishop AO MB BS DSc HonMD
FAA FRS was Prof of Physiology at this University 1955-67, but
his interests covered ophthalmology, neuroscience,
pharmacology and biology, all at the highest level. As a Fellow of
the Royal Society (Founded in 1660 by such men as Robert
Boyle and Christopher Wren) which is the UK’s national
academy of science, he was at the cutting edge of scientific
progress.
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Professor Sir Lorimer Fenton Dodds MB ChM MD DCH
FRACP FRACCP(Hon) became Prof of Child Health Univ of Syd
and Director of Cwealth Inst of Child Health 1949-60, was an Hon
Director of Children’s Medical Research Foundn 1960-66; served in
the 1st AIF 1918 as a Pte and in the 2nd AIF 1939-45 as a Lt Col in
the Middle East and in New Guinea.
Sir George Clifton Halliday Kt MB ChM FRCS Edin. FRACS
was a noted surgeon who served as an Hon Lt-Col in AAMC and as
a Major in the 2nd AIF. He was an Hon Surgeon at Royal Prince
Alfred Hospital 1936-61 and a lecturer in Otolaryngology at Syd
Univ 1948-60. He was Pres of the BMA (NSW Branch) 1953 and of
the Otolaryngology Socy 1962.
Professor John Philip Chalmers AC BSc(Med) MB BS (Hons
Class I & Univ Medal) FRACP FRACMA PhD HonMD
HonDSc FAA [who is with us tonight] was the Foundation
Professor of Medicine at Flinders University of South Australia and
has held a large number of significant appointments and served on
many committees and medical organizations.

Thanks go to Louise Freckleton of the Faculty of Medicine
and to Alison Rosenberg and Selwyn Owen from College for
ensuring the success of this evening.
To conclude on a lighter note, I offer some medical howlers • Bodies are sent to a mortuary to be mortgaged.
• Some doctors are eye and rear specialists
• Poisonous waste leaves the body through the rectory.
• Many organs have ducks leading from them
• Most importantly and on all occasions – the lungs are comical in
shape
Best wishes for the evening and thank you for your attendance.
Ivan Head
Warden

Photos:Top right: Dr Scott Aspinall, with med students Lin Hu & Robert Massera
Next: Prof James Lance & Dr Martin Glasson
Right: Dr Graham Williams & Dr Philip Clifton-Bligh
Bottom right: The Junior Common Room during the Dean’s address
Below: Professor Bruce Robinson, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
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A KOKODA JOURNEY - To celebrate the College’s Sesquicentenary

Back Row:
David Fickling, Mark Tanner, Richard Higgins, Tom Abbott, John Blanch, Sam Treloar, Tim Ingate, Rob Pearlman, Tim Low, Steve Ingate, Ralph
Goninan, Andrew James, Stuart Milson, James Robertson, David Williams, Chris Williams, Phillip Rapson, Tim Tolley, Peter Anderson
Front Row:
Scott Colvin, Jock Gavel, john ketelby, Tom Solomon, tyson smith, Nick Ingate, Richard James, Anthony Abrahams, Rhod Cook
Absent: Janette Foster, Gabrielle Ingate

After several months of individual training and an
avalanche of emails a Coll:S:Paul team of nine seniors,
including two women, and twenty one younger men,
arrived in New Guinea for the Sesquicentenary Kokoda
Trek. Our arrival was already a triumph over adversity, in
that it was the culmination of a long-held desire of an Old
Pauline, Colin Richardson, whose recovery from wounds
sustained during the Kokoda Campaign, after being
presumed dead, makes him one of the Campaign’s
miraculous survivors.
.
Arrival at Kokoda itself was also a triumph over the
vicissitudes of air travel for an advance group of 13, whose
initial aim had been to reach Moresby a day earlier than the
rest and fly to Popondetta, - thence to visit the coastal area
around Gona, where fierce fighting took place during the
Japanese retreat – before travelling by truck to Kokoda.
Sadly an oil leak in Brisbane, causing the group to reach
Moresby some 24 sleep-deprived hours after its Sydney
departure, resulted in their going directly from Popondetta
to Kokoda – once, that is, that they had succeeded in
persuading three kind locals to give up their seats in the
over-booked Popondetta plane in favour of three of our
members.
The St Pauls Group was overwhelmingly fortunate to be
accompanied by the Kokoda historian Bill James, the final
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version of whose book on the Campaign is to appear in
the next few months, and whose sons Richard and
Andrew, presently in College, were also part of the group.
Our experience of Bill’s immense knowledge of the track,
the battles and the participants began on our first morning
in Kokoda. Before shouldering our packs, we (of the
advance group) strolled down to the grassy plateau where
the first major engagements took place between the
hopelessly outnumbered and under-trained Australian
Militias of the 39th Battalion – on the verge of becoming
heroes but, until then, derisively dismissed as “Chocolate
Soldiers” - and the massing Japanese troops arriving after
their coastal landing in Gona.
The tongue-shaped Kokoda plateau is about half the size
of a rugby field, its rounded end falling away steeply on
three sides to the jungle below. The edges of the plateau
are now occupied by three white, roughly pyramid shaped
Australian monuments and a Japanese one. Through Bill
James we relived the chaos of that first engagement and
the first of countless individual acts of courage – by
ordinary men, transformed forever - and remembered by
us in a ritual that we were to perform numerous times over
the next days, as one of us would read out the names of
the fallen in each of the battles, whilst the rest would
stand, arms folded on the ends of trekking poles that
resembled reversed rifles.
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At the Isurava Battlefield monument the sense of being in a
cathedral was at its most intense – the high narrow valley with
the cleared plateau in the middle, with a tremendous drop-away
down the valley to the clouds below; and the semi-circle of four
granite pillars respectively bearing the words “Courage”,
“Endurance”, “Mateship” and “Sacrifice”.
At Isurava Bill James took us into a glade, a short distance
further along the track, to the place where Butch Bisset died in
the arms of his ex-Wallaby brother Stan; and Bill fulfilled his
promise to Stan (still alive today) to sing "Danny Boy" every
time he passed that spot. We gathered in a semi circle, with the
early sun filtering through the jungle fronds:
But when ye come, and all the flowers are dying,
If I am dead, as dead I well may be,
Ye'll come and find the place where I am lying,
And kneel and say an Avé there for me.
And I shall hear, though soft you tread above me,
And all my grave will warmer, sweeter be,
For you will bend and tell me that you love me,
And I shall sleep in peace until you come to me
And so the journey went. At Eora Creek we saw where MajorGeneral Paul Cullen crawled across the creek under intense
machine–gun fire; and where Captain Basil Catterns won his
first Military Cross – with a bar to come on the road to Gona –
leading his company straight up the ridge against the
entrenched Japanese and remaining there for a week.
At Brigade Hill we lay on the grass of the ridge amongst tall
sticks symbolising the bodies of the men initially buried there,
whilst Bill James described how the 2nd 27th held on as long as
they could a few hundred metres north at Mission Ridge and
how the Japanese cut off the Australian Command post, under
the extraordinary Brigadier Arnold Potts, from the rest of his
men. At Iorobaiwa Ridge we sat off the track with our feet in
the Japanese trenches and re-lived the inexorable decimation of
the Australian troops in their pits on Imita Ridge, by a single
mountain gun that the Japanese dragged along the whole of the
Kokoda Track and back again before their gunnery officer
dismantled and buried it on the plain near Gona (and then
committed Hari Kiri).
Of our hike itself, the sweat and toil was interspersed by
memorable stopovers and good moments, relieving swims and
good company. The porters and the local people were a
pleasure and the order and cleanliness of their villages was
exemplary. We will all remember particular moments such as
the concert put on for us at Naduri village; and meeting the last
of the Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels, now a hundred and one years old.
And the cricket match that blossomed out of nothing at Old
Nauro, with a few locals, who were in the process of trekking
back to their village, joining in. Before you could say “LBW”,
self-declared Warnes and McGraths were sending down tennis
ball googlies and in-swingers, whilst the eight year old New
Guinea batsman and his elder sister, batting with a piece of a
palm branch, skied a few beyond the lines of the tents, over
the porters’ shelter and into the trees on the edge of the
clearing.
Amongst our individual experiences, this writer will remember
the mild sensation of having a rusted hand grenade prised out
of the track between his feet by the lead porter. And each of us
will certainly remember our personal exhilaration at getting to
the top of the last of those endless mountains and passing
under the majestic Kokoda archway at Owers Corner.
At Brigade Hill, this writer seized a moment to slip into a hut
on the side of the ridge. I lay down on the wooden slats of the
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floor and fell into a deep slumber. When I awoke I saw a man
standing in the dim light of the hut. His army issue clothes
were muddy and torn and blood oozed through the khaki
down his shoulder and over his ribs. In his arms he cradled a
weapon which I recognized as the ubiquitous Owen. “Gday
mate” I think he said. “Yer wouldn’t have a cigarette would
ya?” I handed him a pouch of Capstan Navy Cut. He carefully
rolled the tobacco in the paper, licked along the edge and then
stuck the cigarette behind his ear. “Going to smoke it later” I
asked. “Oh” he said, “it’s not for me, it’s for me mate”. His
brow furrowed and he added “He needs it more than I do; ya
see, it’s gonna be ’is last”. He turned and was gone.
Courage

Endurance

Mateship

We Will Remember Them
______________

Sacrifice
AMFA

Back at College -

On Monday the 7th of August the trekkers of the St Paul’s
College Kokoda group reunited to meet the man who was the
inspiration of the entire trip. Colin Richardson, who was in
College from 1944 to 1948, was wounded in the Kokoda
campaign while serving as a Second Lieutenant in the 3rd
Australian Infantry Battalion. It was Colin who issued a
challenge to the men of St Paul’s that if we could get a group
together to walk the track then he would fly down from
Brisbane and present the College with a plaque to
commemorate our efforts. At the urging of Council Member
Martin Pitt, with initial planning and advertising by Selwyn
Owen to make sure the project would eventuate, this challenge
was eagerly accepted as part of our Sesquicentenary
celebrations.
The trip, led by Mr Bill James and his son Andrew was a
complete success made even more special by the fact that we
were walking the track, that Colin Richardson bravely fought
on so many years ago.
It was a great honour to meet Colin and his wife Ruth, with
many people remarking on how fit and well he looked despite
having suffered a chest wound and having to spend extended
periods over several years in hospital recovering from his
wounds.

Bill James, Colin Richardson and Senior Student, Ralph Goninan

The after dinner talk in which he described his life and his
experiences on the Track was an inspiration. Below is an
extract from Mr Bill James’ book, A Field Guide to the Kokoda
Track, that describes Colin’s remarkable tale of survival.
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As the advancing Australians pressed on to Templetons
Crossing on 16 October, allied aircraft engaged in
bombing enemy positions along the Eora Creek valley.
It was one of the few times that aircraft were able to be
called on to assist in the advance over the ranges.
Except for the more open terrain in the Kagi area, the
aircraft had no indication of the disposition of enemy
or Australian troops. Ambushes by well concealed
Japanese were common, while other Australian units
only found abandoned Japanese campfires. The bulk of
the force arrived at Templeton’s late in the afternoon of
16 October.
On moving into the attack the next morning, the
Australians found the enemy had pulled back from
their initial delaying positions. However they soon
found them, dug-in and waiting, some 500 metres
further on. On the morning of 17 October, all the
leading units came across Japanese gun pits and
machine-gun posts. While some men engaged the
enemy along the track, others engaged in extensive
patrolling along the north and south banks of the creek,
and round both flanks. Typical of the actions in which
the Australians were engaged was one where a platoon
commander, Lt. Colin H. Richardson, was shot through
the chest as he led his men forward. He fell backwards
and then huddled behind a tree, breathing through a
hole the bullet had made:
When Richardson was shot, Private D.D. Downes, a country
lad, always with his pipe in his mouth, tried to spot the sniper.
I went down to bandage Richardson. The sniper had a go at
me. The bullet went between my pack and my back and hit my
dixi. Downes saw the muzzle blast, moved out into the open to
see better, and shot him. Then he calmly went back behind a
tree, took his pipe from his mouth, turned round to the boys
and said, ‘Well, I got the bastard!’ We had one stretcher
bearer, Private G.E. Dwight, and he used to go out where
others wouldn’t go. He got one man out of a forward pit, going
under fire for some yards, lifting him, putting him on his back,
then running 150 yards under fire.
McCarthy, Page 274.
Miraculously, Colin Richardson survived the war and
now resides in St. Lucia, Brisbane. He believes that the
sniper who shot him was using a captured Australian
rifle. His company commander had his pack torn off by
another shot as he hastily applied field dressings to
Colin’s wounds. In 1995 Colin made contact with Dr
Geoffrey Mutton, a Medical Officer with 2/33rd
Battalion. Dr Mutton recalled in a letter:
We were hanging about after a very solid and bitter attack in
which quite a few of our chaps had been wounded. A party of
men came in to tell us that their officer [Colin] had been hit and
they couldn’t get him back. They thought he may still be alive. I
said: “Well you can’t leave the poor bugger out there to die on his
own.” I then proceeded to get a couple of blokes to help me look
after you and bring you back. Meanwhile three of your men
turned up with THE BODY. You had a bloody great hole in
your chest which was sucking and so impeding your respiration. I
had been pretty busy fixing up a few of my own wounded and
supplies as usual were very, very low. However, I found some cat
gut in the bottom of my haversack and, without any attempt to
observe the good surgical principles of sterility, I closed the hole. I

then rolled you over and to my horror found a bigger bloody hole
coming out of your back. I had run out of gut!
First of all I dug a few bits and pieces of uniform out of your chest
to see what was going on. I found a few safety pins in my
haversack and was successful in closing the wound. The Padre,
Father James Lynch, did the right thing and said the last rites
over your fast declining body. I had another look at you and it
was then that I decided you were dead. However I decided that we
would not tell the troops and would move up the track before
burying you. My sergeant let out a yell, “Sir, this bloke just
opened one eye!” Well we did what little we could to keep you
attached to this world. Of course the priest took all the credit for
bringing you back to life.
I later heard that you were a Mason. My retort to that was,
“You were having a both way bet.” Eventually I was able to
waylay about a dozen Boys and arrange your carriage back to
Myola. I heard later that the boys at Concord were most critical
about my lack of sterility, but as you were there you would know
that sterility was the least of our problems. I also heard later that
they were still pulling bits of uniform out of your chest a year or
more later.
Private correspondence 1995.
It took three days for a team of eight native stretcher
bearers to make the harrowing journey to Myola.
At night they built a quick shelter from leaves to keep out the
rain, staying forever alert to groans of discomfort – so gentle
and concerned, they truly were the Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels of the
poem. If I could have showered them with sovereigns I would
have happily done so for no words could give adequate thanks,
and within minutes of depositing me at the Aid Post, they had
the task of carrying stores forward again. After eleven days at
Myola I was lucky to be flown out to Port Moresby, to 5th
Casualty Clearing Station, in a tiny single-engine Stinson
plane.
Private interview
The night formally concluded when Colin presented
the College with a plaque depicting the image which is
described in a Les Murray Poem, “A Reflection”, of a
wounded Australian soldier being carried by some
Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels. The Plaque also includes all the
names of present and past Paulines and friends of the
College who completed the trek, and will take pride of
place in the Salisbury Bar for perhaps the next 150
years.
It was a great honour to meet Colin Richardson and it
made me feel very proud that we as a college could do
something that meant so much to a past Pauline who
had served his country with such distinction.
Ralph Goninan, Senior Student

Isurava Battlefield Memorial, Kokoda
Lest we forget
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ST PAUL’S COLLEGE WOMEN’S ORGANISATION
Dinner Dance: The SPCWO 80th Birthday Celebration
Dinner Dance to also mark the Sesquicentenary of the
College was held at The Royal Sydney Golf Club on
Saturday, 6th May. The Warden and our Patron, Mrs
Christine Head were Guests of Honour. The acting
Chairman of Council Mr Geoff Lovell and Dr Melanie Lovell
and Fellows of St Paul’s College Mr James Bell, The Hon.
Justice Lloyd Waddy, Mr Stephen Ingate and Mrs Gabrielle
Ingate and Mr Bruce McWilliam and Mrs Nicky McWilliam
were among the 101 guests.
Dinner was followed by dancing to 60’s music and a great
evening was had by all.

Committee: At the AGM on 16th May our Honorary
Treasurer Mrs Shirley Walsh stepped down from the
Committee - not to have a well-earned rest as one might
imagine, but to take up the Presidency of the Palm Beach
Probus Club. Shirley has done a wonderful job extracting
money for raffle tickets from unsuspecting guests, as well as
balancing the books and making sure our hard- earned funds
are reserved for only the most deserving recipients! Our
thanks and best wishes also go to Mrs Annie Tancred and
Mrs Annelie Van Schalkwyk, who have also stepped down
from the Committee.
Office Bearers 2006-07: The following Office Bearers were
elected for the next 12 months at our AGM:
Patron: Mrs Christine Head.
President: Mrs Susan Watson.
Vice Presidents: Dr Angela Wilson and
Mrs Rhonda Dalton.
Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Paddy Mullin.
Hon. Secretary: Mrs Terry Bisley.
Committee: Mrs Pamela Chambers;
Mrs Sandy Cowper; Mrs Julie Flower;
Mrs Linde Hogg; Mrs Libby Horrobin;
Mrs Liz Loxton; Mrs Leonie McKillop;
Mrs Fiona Raffan; Mrs Sally Rourke;
Mrs Anne Louise Smith; Mrs Anna Whetton; and Mrs Libby
Wills.

Life Members Emeritus: At the AGM on the 16th May,
Mrs Paula Trigg and Mrs Peggy Menlove (now 96) were
made Life Members Emeritus of the SPCWO in recognition
of their outstanding contributions to the Organisation.
Victoriana! 2006: The SPCWO Special Night during the
Sesquicentenary season of Victoriana! was enthusiastically
supported by our members.
Annual Card Day: The Card Day was held on Friday, 11th
August with 14 tables of guests – including the Warden and
five other gentlemen, who enjoyed playing bridge in the
wonderful atmosphere of the JCR. Mrs Fiona Raffan again
transformed the JCR with flowers and along with the very
smart new maroon bridge table cloths, yummy
sandwiches, chocolates and pastries – all made by the
Committee. It was a very happy and successful day.

Sesquicentenary Gift to College: The constitution of the
SPCWO states as its second objective “to support any plan
adopted by due authority for the extension or improvement of the College
buildings or grounds”. With this in mind the Committee has
been consulting the Warden and Mr John Booth on the
proposed floodlighting of buildings and jacarandas in the
Main Quadrangle and of the Chapel Window (for it to be
seen inside at night during Services).
Committee member Mrs Libby Horrobin identified a lighting
expert, Mr Barry Webb, who was recommended to the
Warden and who has been working with the business
manager Mr Malcolm Harrison on quotes for the lighting.
At the SPCWO AGM on 16th May 2006 a motion was passed
unanimously to support the floodlighting project up to the
sum of $10,000. A condition of this very substantial gift to
the College is that there is a plaque recognising the
contribution of the SPCWO to the floodlighting project.
Such a financial commitment will seriously impact on our
finances, but it was agreed that the gift was appropriate to
mark not only the College’s Sesquicentenary but also the 80th
Anniversary of the St Paul’s College Women’s Organisation.
To assist the College in this manner is one of the reasons for
our existence!
Susie Watson
President
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RAWSON CUP SPORTS REPORTS –
As reported in the last copy of Boomalakka, our men won the cricket and rowing contests.
In May the swimming was held at the Warringah Swimming Centre and a great team effort from our squad lifted our
spirits. Last year Andrews won every event at the swimming and we won the wooden spoon. It was, therefore, most
gratifying to see Pauls, and Luke Chapman, win an event – 50 m Breaststroke - and come second overall.
The 2006 Rawson Rugby campaign was an extended but successful campaign. Coached by East’s David Oliver,
Semester One saw wins against Johns and Wesley setting up a showdown with Andrews for the Rawson Rugby title.
With extended wet weather and a lack of dry grounds, the final fixture was postponed until Semester Two. After some
very hard training it was in Week 2 that Andrews narrowly defeated us in a tight fixture, meaning that we finished a
commendable second, keeping Paul’s in the hunt for the Rawson Cup.
The St Paul's soccer team set out to emulate the success of the Socceroos, and, although they could not bring the
(slightly smaller) cup home, their endeavour did the College proud. The first match against St Andrews was a do-ordie affair and our boys matched St Andrew’s in a physical contest before holding their nerve to win the penalty shootout. In the second match, St John’s, the class outfit this year, proved too strong, defeating St Paul's, 2-0. James LeeWarner latched onto Chris Jansen's assist to score the only goal and beat Wesley in the final match. However,
Wesley's two outright wins placed them equal first with St John's ahead of St Paul's in third place.
With only Tennis, Basketball and Athletics to go, Pauls have won Cricket and Rowing, come 2nd in Swimming and
STOP PRESS: Pauls second to Andrews in tennis on 6 Sept.
Rugby, and taken 3rd place in Soccer.

THE WOMEN’S COLLEGE
15 CARILLON AVE
NEWTOWN 2042
PHONE 02 9517 5000

ST PAUL’S COLLEGE UNION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
9 October 2006 at 7:45 pm
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Union will
be held in the Albert Conference Room, St Paul’s College, 9 City Road,
Camperdown on 9 October 2006 at 7:45 pm.
Bookings to Gras Poon (gras@usyd.edu.au) for Dinner in Hall
prior to the AGM are ESSENTIAL - by Wednesday 4 October.

AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

Opening and apologies
Minutes and business arising therefrom
Correspondence
Hon Secretary’s Report for 2005/2006
Hon Treasurer’s Report and presentation of accounts
Election of new Life Members
Election of Office Bearers for 2006/2007
(a) 6 Vice-Presidents (who serve with the Sub-Warden)
(b) Honorary Secretary
(c) Asst Hon Secretaries
(i) Resident, (ii) Non-resident
(d) 7 members of the Committee
(3 of whom must be members in residence
and 4 of whom must be other members)
(e) Hon Auditor
General Business

Simon Crossley-Meates, Hon Secretary

12 September 2006

Contacts: Honorary Secretary, St Paulʼs College Union –
Simon Crossley-Meates Ph: 0421 356 336 e-mail: crossley-meates@sydneysymphony.com
Editor of Boomalakka: Selwyn Owen
All correspondence to be directed to the Alumni Relations Manager –
Selwyn Owen
Ph: 9550 7456 Fax: 9519 7246
e-mail: selwyn@usyd.edu.au
Union Record Office: St Paulʼs College, 9 City Road, Camperdown, NSW 2050 Ph: (02) 9550 7444

